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KBA Minutes

KBA Spring Conference May, 27, 2023, Grand Forks, BC


     President Tony Austin opened the meeting at 6 PM with thanks to Patrick McIver for his hands-on Axe 

      Forging Class and Bob McTavish for hosting the Spring Conference. Tony read the following reports, 

      motioned for approval, Ib seconded, carried.

     Treasury: Balance April 30, 2023 $2760.00	 

     Library:   The Library will remain at Doug Newell’s, available by mail.

     Website:  We are looking for a new Webmaster:

                     Working knowledge of Wordpress is a major benefit. Tim will mentor the next  Webmaster

                     Duties include: - Keeping the KBA Wordpress website up to date 

   	                 - Updating website content with information about upcoming conferences, 	 	 	
	                   board and member information

   	                 - Uploading photos of members work, need members to participate!

  	                 - Keep an eye on the KBA email, respond to email requests and inform 

                              members of any opportunities.             

    Old Business:

   	  Getting the newsletters on the website, all of the newsletters from 1996 to 2022 have been, copied

             as PDFs and are ready for transferring to the website, as soon as we find a new Webmaster.	 	 

    New Business:

        - Tony reviewed the Future of the KBA Proposal (see Page 20) and suggested the Grand Forks group

           as a model.

   Elections:   	 

	 The following KBA Board was elected by acclamation.

	 	 Librarian   	       - Doug Newell

	    	 Newsletter Editor  - Tony Austin                   	 	 	 	 	           

	 	 Secretary              - Holly Dolanz	 	 	         

	 	 Treasurer              - Carolyne Dolanz

	 	 President              - Tony Austin

   Meeting closed at 6:30 PM	 	 	 


Publishing Information


HAMMERMARKS, is published quarterly

 by the Kootenay Blacksmiths’ Association,  a non-profit


 organization of amateur and professional artist-blacksmiths.


 Please address all HAMMERMARKS  correspondence

 to the Editor: 

Tony Austin


 c/o Dragon Iron Forge

 35 Ross Street, Kimberley, BC, V1A 2B9


 Email: tnt_austin@shaw.ca


Disclaimer Notice:

HAMMER MARKS makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of 

the information contained herein, HOWEVER, the Executive 
Officers, Editor and the General Membership of the Kootenay 

Blacksmiths’ Association disclaim any responsibility or liability 
for injuries and/or damages as a result of any construction, 

design, use or application of the information herein.


Use Content at your own risk


Library News


Doug Newell


Phone: 1(403)932-2685


Email: dnewall@wildbuffalo.com


123 Books, 40 DVD’s and 7 Videos


Check It Out!

The KBA Library Stock List can be seen 

online at:


www.librarything.com/catalog/kootenay-
blacksmiths


(You have to join, it’s free)

mailto:tnt_austin@shaw.ca
mailto:dnewall@wildbuffalo.com
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/kootenay-blacksmiths
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/kootenay-blacksmiths
http://www.kootenay-blacksmiths.ca
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Update August 21, 2023

I'm so happy to be a part of this amazing association. My family moved to the 
Kootenays just a couple of years ago and we have been blessed to find so many 
amazing opportunities. 
That being said, I've had the opportunity to join as an administrator as well as an 
active Smith. I plan to share as much as I can between the Smith's that are in our 
association, I'd love to know what you have going on. I have been working towards 
updating the website. I've also created a Facebook page, Kootenay Blacksmiths' 
Association, for everyone to see what we are up to as well as a group, Boundary 
Blacksmiths, for members of the association. As with most of us, life has many ebbs 
and flows, therefore I will do my best to keep things up and running with all our 
online resources. Please feel free to check out all the web sources! 

Happy Blacksmithing to one and all! KJ

KBA Website News
Hello all, 
I am Katrina/Josephine and my son, Leif and I, have been a part of the 
association for about a year! We are super excited to be here. We personally are 
in Grand Forks. 
NEWS: August 3, 2023

• I am now running the website and I would love to connect with members 
update information and share news
◦ Please if you are interested I'd like to create a local forge page: I 

would like you to send me your media pages if you have them or 
even just the name and city you are located in. 

◦ I would love to showcase your work, add you to the list in the 
Members Gallery

◦ Please email me to share ideas for the website and social media 
pages

• I would also LOVE if if we could connect with other like-minded 
associations: Maybe WoodWorking guilds? (these two skills go hand in 
hand) Or other such guilds/associations, if you in one PLEASE share with 
me the person I could get in touch with to discuss these things!

Let's get the word out there! This is an amazing skill that most people think has 
gone the way of the Dodo bird. 

http://www.kootenay-blacksmiths.ca
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Patrick McIver’s Axe Demo, (Blueprint by Tony Austin)

http://www.kootenay-blacksmiths.ca
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Blacksmiths from across Alberta, B.C. converge on Grand 
Forks for Annual Conference 

Karen Mckinley 
Grand Forks Gazette

http://www.kootenay-blacksmiths.ca
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Liam and Patrick forging an Axe Head

Karen McKinley Photo - Grand Forks Gazette

McTavish on air control

Liam and Dad Chad Luider

Checking measurements

http://www.kootenay-blacksmiths.ca
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Fullering Pam drawing out her axe blade

Pam’s finished axe head Pam’s handled axe and sheath

http://www.kootenay-blacksmiths.ca
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It’s Time to Self-Promote 
Tony Austin, Dragon Iron Forge, Kimberley, B.C.


Get your works out into the world so that you and they can be seen. According to 
Opus, the best way to get that elusive exposure is through blameless, shameless self-
promotion. Have fun with it, look at ways to best represent who you are and what you 
do.

Creating  a portfolio, you don’t have to limit it to slides for grant applications and

art shows, create a larger portfolio including photographic representation of your 
work, with detailed descriptions, (e.g. hand forged, mild steel, riveted construction, 
flame coloured finish). Use this larger portfolio to give your potential clients ideas they 
might want you to design and create especially for them.

As with all portfolios, include an Artists Statement, let people know how you conceive 
and how you think about your art. Also include a Curriculum Vitae (CV),

list exhibitions, collections of your work and publications. Let people know about 
where you and your art have been. It should all work together to tell a story and 
display who you are, your talent and the purpose and direction of your work. If you 
are having trouble writing your Artist Statement, Opus recommends

these websites: www.artbusiness.com/artstate.html and www.eciad.bc.ca/wc/
writingcentrehandouts.htm 

Save your work photos on your computer, so you can reproduce them for mail outs 
and presentations on line. If you are computer literate create a Facebook Page to 
promote your work to a larger audience.

I protect my photos in clear plastic sleeves and break down my portfolio by product 
or style (e.g. Furniture, Fire Tools, Garden Tools, Repousse`, Weather Vanes, etc.) and 

recommend creating composite photo pages to display 
ideas (see below). These composite pages are also 
useful as mail outs to former and perspective clients. If 
you have a large collection of photos of a particular 
product like Gates and Railings or a major project like a 
sculpture or series of sculptures, I would recommend 
creating a separate portfolio. I prefer to exhibit my 
portfolios in three ring binders for easily making 
changes, adding and or removing photos.


http://www.artbusiness.com/artstate.html
http://www.eciad.bc.ca/wc/writingcentrehandouts.htm
http://www.eciad.bc.ca/wc/writingcentrehandouts.htm
http://www.kootenay-blacksmiths.ca
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Kootenay Blacksmith’s Association Membership Application      


                                    Dues are $30.00 (Due Jan 31) Make check or money order  payable to KBA and  Mail to:

                                   KBA  Membership, Attn: Twila Austin, 35 Ross St., Kimberley, BC, V1A2B9 


   Name ____________________________________________	       New Member_____ Renewal____

   Forge Name_____________________________________        ABANA Member: Yes____ No___

  

   Mailing Address___________________________________________________________________


   	 	       ________________________________Prov/State_____Postal Code________


   Phone (        )__________________________ EMail______________________________________

The Future of the KBA, Proposal


	 As of this writing, the Kootenay Blacksmiths Association is 27 years old and has 
40 members located throughout the Kootenay’s and into central Alberta. 

	 The geographic area we cover, from Calgary to Kelowna in the north and Fernie 
to Grand Forks in the south, is an area of about 17,000 square miles, which makes it 
extremely hard for all of us to get together. 

	 In order to retain our BC Non-Profit Society status we need to have an Annual 
General Meeting to elect officers and plan for the following year,

our Spring Conference covers that requirement and the demonstrations and hands-on 
workshops are an added draw to bring the membership out.

Beyond the Spring Conference planning for the whole group is an impossible task, at 
the moment the only thing keeping us together appears to be the Hammer Marks 
newsletter. 

	 I am proposing we expand the KBA into a series of local groups, like the Grand 
Forks group which holds regular hammer-ins at different forges,

throughout the year. Each group would have a lead smith, secretary and treasurer as 
well as a representative on an expanded KBA Board. The expanded board would 
coordinate group get-togethers and demos, across the whole of the KBA. The 
individual groups, could offer classes (for a fee), along with their hammer-ins to finance 
their activities and grow our joint memberships. 

	 Increasing memberships would result in higher income for the KBA  and allow 
money to be invested in the separate groups, for supplies, equipment, demos, etc.

	 Individual groups could report on hammer-ins and projects, along with photos to 
the Hammer Marks Editor and the Webmaster to share happenings and ideas across 
the KBA.


http://www.kootenay-blacksmiths.ca

